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December 2010

Dear Friends,

Our winter has come early this year. Ferd is reminded to compose the annual “Report From The Vienna Woods”. Let me try to summarize our “Travels With Charlie”:
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Rome again for Christmas and New Year. Problems with the car (almost 149.000 mi), solved through help of Sr. Wilhelmine. 
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Rehab in snowy Waldviertel (Northwest of Vienna, bordering with Cechia). Good treatments, both health wise and food plus beer, hikes in the frozen forests.  
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April/May: pleasant re-union with our friends in NYC, lots of sightseeing (Central Park nearby, in full blossom; Circle Line, Top-of-the-Rocks, formerly RCA Bldg., theater: 2 shows, concert: Riccardo Muti, Brooklyn Bridge hike and others long walks, good beer at Union Square). 


HomeForExchange in San Francisco, near Golden Gate. Hike in Muir Woods, many Cable Car rides, visit to the magnificent Science Museum. Yosemite NPk by rented Chevy. Las Vegas for shopping in outlet centers…

[image: image6.jpg]


 
Next exchange near St. George, UT, in a lovely Casita in the midst of red cliffs and a desert just starting to bloom. Trips to Zion and Bryce Canyon NPks.  


From there to Monument Valley and to Mesa Verde NPk. Then to Durango to see the Silverton Railway and taste a good home brewed ale. Crossed the Dallas Divide (9000 ft) to find Black Canyon of the Gunnison. A blizzard chilled us but we still marveled at the sheer drops down to the gorges.
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Our guide book did not mention Rt.128 which is a bad miss. Almost no traffic in an excellent highway leading through another splendid Colorado River canyon toward Moab, UT, where we stayed in the same hotel like in 2002. Of course we hiked through Arches NPk again.


A night in a suburb of Salt Lake City and a short sightseeing in the Capital plus a climb to Brigham Canyon Mine, the largest man-made pit of the world. A glimpse of Salt Lake. A night in Ashton-St.Anthony…


Yellowstone NPk: bison is back in a good number! Old Faithful erupted in time, but not to satisfy Liesl. The Canyon in sunshine, as well as the Mammoth Hot Springs Terraces. A thunderstorm resulted in dramatic views of the Tetons on our way to Jackson, WY. Another sunny day to see the Grand Tetons in their snowy best.
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A rodeo on the border of Idaho and Oregon was a good reason for a 200 mi detour (Jordan Valley, OR).A minor disappointment: Hells Canyon (big dams). Another Rocky Mountain’s highway is OR 26 which took us over passes and summits partly during blizzards again. I had to go up to Crater Lake. Snow was piled up some 8 ft high, but the view was breathtaking. In Eureka we found a great brewery again (Lost Coast) where we enjoyed not only excellent ale, but also a sizzling steak.


Before returning to S.F. we visited Redwoods NPk (Avenue of the Giants!). Our exchange partners treated us to a wonderful dinner before we had to leave by a Lufthansa airbus to Munich, and from there to Vienna.
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Back home we swapped our 8 yr old E 200 CDI for a one year old B 180 CDI which allows getting out a lot easier than the former sedan. To get used to it we drove to Le Marche, Italy, for an exchange home in Carassei. We were made to feel at home by a couple of women who showed us around. We were kissed goodbye by the lady in the bar when we had to leave for Rome to meet our Aachen friends. Four nice days with a warm walk through Ostia Antica and Villa Gregoriana, Tivoli. 

· Summer as usual. Scaffoldings on our condo in the Woods. Dust and other nuisance. The sad part: our NYC friend Albert passed on a day after arriving in their Vienna home. 


Liesl’s English relatives in our Vienna home. We reciprocate and visit them in Alton, Hamps. a little later.

· September: Visit our Aachen friends, and drive to Exeter for another exchange home. Nice hikes in Dartmoor and on the coastal path of Cornwall. Excellent Ales…

· [image: image10.jpg]


At long last we got rid of the tenants in my mother’s house who caused us a loss of EU 10k. Ferd started to get a very bad depression probably because he could not decide to sell that property. Medications and bringing himself to realize the selling was not to be avoided helped him eventually to find his normal self again. Now we are hoping our prospect will materialize. 

· Our Fairbanks, AK, exchange partners arrived in Vienna in November to see snow and freeze at their immense sightseeing ambitions. We are so happy to have had such positive experiences during all our exchange activities.

· Now we are looking forward to another visit of Rome for the holidays.

We would like to wish all of you a Blessed Christmas and a happy New Year 2011

                                                                       Liesl and Ferdinand 






